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were not candidates, and who received no vote but her own, namely, Gov. John Floyd, of Virginia, and Henry Lee, of Massachusetts, a declaration not to be accounted for upon any intelligible or consistent reason, seeing that the rival candidates held the opposite sides of the system of which the State complained, and that the success of one was to its overthrow; of the other, to be its confirmation. This circumstance, coupled with the nullification attitude which the State had assumed, gave significance to -this separation from the other States in the matter of the election, a separation too marked not to be noticed, and interpreted by current events too clearly to be misunderstood.
"Another circumstance attended this election, of a nature not of itself to command commemoration, but worthy to be remembered for the lesson it reads to all political parties founded upon one idea, and especially when that idea has nothing political in it. It was the anti-Masonic vote of the State of Vermont for Mr. Wirt, late United States Attorney General, for President. The cause of that vote was this:
"Some years before a citizen of New York, one Mr. Morgan, a member of the Freemason fraternity, had disappeared under circumstances which induced the belief that he had been secretly put to death by order of the society for divulging their secrets. A great popular ferment grew out of this belief, spreading into neighboring States, with an outcry against all Masons and all secret societies, and a demand for their suppression. Politicians embarked on this current, turned it into the field of elections, and made it potent in governing many. After obtaining dominion over so many local and State elections, 'anti-Masonry,' as the new enthusiasm was called, aspired to higher game, undertook to govern Presidential candidates, subjecting them to interrogatories upon the point of their Masonic faith; and eventually set candidates of their own for these two high her vote upon citizens who Mr. Clay, Mr. Cal-he State banks can be made.
